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Fukushima's mothers became radiation experts
to protect their children after nuclear meltdown

mer ada in Fukushima

PHOTO: The mothers test everyday flems including rice, vacuum cieaner dust, se
ABC New

Inside a laboratory in Fukushima, Japan, the
whirr of sophisticated equipment clicks, beeps

and buzzes as women in lab coats move from
station to station.

RELATED STORY:
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They are testing everything — rice, vacuum
cleaner dust, seafood, moss and soil — for toxic
levels of radiation.

Key points:

But these lab workers are not typical scientists.

+ Mothers in Fukushima set up a radiation
testing lab because they didn' trust
government results

They are ordinary mums who have built an
extraordinary clinic

: . The women test food, water and soil and keep
"Our purpose is to protect children’s health and the public informed about radiation levels

future,” says lab director Kaori Suzuki

A major earthquake and tsunami caused a

In March 2011, nuclear reactors catastrophically TiClen acrlent st he BiSabhima power ot
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"Even if | say there is nothing to worry medically, each mother is stil worried " he says

“They feel this sense of responsibility because they let them play outside and drink the water. If they had
proper knowledge of radiation, they would not have done that " he said

Mums and doctors fear for future of Fukushima's children

After the Chemobyl nuclear disaster of 1986, the incidence of thyroid cancers increased suddenly after
five years

the country to check up on the children of F
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